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CENTRAL INTELLIGEECE AGERCY
Office of Current Intelligence
3 December 1885

IRTELLIGERCE HEMORANDUM

Possibilities ond Limitetions of African
ersive : Y :

ﬁaamagg

Africuns heve little capability today to fomster
subversive szctivity in Rhodesiz which the Rhodesian
goverzment could not suppress. BHowever, it may be
possible irn time for Africans to increase subverslve
activity or create disorders within Rhodeals suffi-
cient to regquire o scale of repression by the govera-
seat which in turn might cause 8 step up of pressure
;a:ﬁlwitish end/or Africsn military intervention withis

hodenin.

1. Rhodesiasn Africaps' current potential for sub~
version is limited by wesk and divided nstionslist or-
ganigstions 2nd by an sbsence of leadership. There is
no indication that the rivalry which existed between
the two nationslist organizaticong--2APU and DANU--Dew
fore UDI Wms been overcome since independence. Both
ZAPE and TAND are banned today, and their lack of atrong
orgeraization before the bar was imposad hes lofi the
patienslists without apy coordinated apparetus f{o con-
duct subversive sctivities, The few incidents of rock
throwing and other minor disturbaunces which have occurred
in Bulawayo and some other towna appesr to he isolated
acts of #» smpll number of local militenis. Noreover,
211l nationslist leaders with any large following or even
reputation either heave heen detnined by the government
or have fied to Tambis and Tanzenia. The estimated
2,000 persons restricted or detmined by the govermment

cadres. YO IMENT NO

aimost certainly include the most militaat nationslist ‘125
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%, The mood of the African populstion before and
gince UDI has been far from revolutionary. The rural
pepulation has pever been politically asctive, there ave
no reports that sationzlist groups bave ever tried to
recrult them, and mony rural dwellers are reportedly
anaware of the UDY corisis and ite implicstions. Large
pumberas of African leborers on European farme are
Balawisn snd Tombian migrsnt vorkers who hsve not choasen
to jeepordize their jobs by involvement in Rbhodeslan
polities. Urban African workers have shown the same
preference for jobs over politics. They have responded
very poorly to the csll for stirikes from exiled netion.
alists snd » few local intimidstors. Bost of those who
did konor the strike appeal guickly returned to work
when their employers threztened to dismiss sll absentee
workers, 1t is doubtful if further calls for actionw
such se stationing OAU troops in Tzebla~-would fostier
large-acale subversive sctivity Ly meost Rhodesinn Africans
in the near future.

3. BRhodesian security forces have been quite of-
tegtive in dealing with Africer diaturbances and have

extronely » 1 suthority to suppress African
,",.;._ '1{_7 Ldonoes ., |

and it hes been quick in effectively responding to post-
UDY African incidentz of rock throwing and other minor
acts of violence, '

4, The main astaging sres for {nfiltraticn of sub-
versives froms the outsides is Zombia. Since Zambiz be-
came independent in Cctober 1934, however, Rhodesian
Africnns, like refugees from other white-ruled territo-
ries, bsve been sdpitted on n restricted bagin, provided
they refrain from politiesl sctivity. Paramilitary
training on Zambian territory hes officially been pro-
hibited, ss well as the transit of arms and sabotage
saterials., Some covert infiltration through Zambls of
Rbodesiann "freedom fighters” with srms and materials
hee coniinued, but the Zembian government hes sought to
tighten the actusl control wessures during recent months
a8 UD1 appesred ilmminent.

5. BSince ¥DI, Preasident Kaunda has continued these

restrictions and urged Rhodesisn refugees in Zambia to
retors homs snd engrge in pesamive resistsnce, He has
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discouraged hopes that Zambin would provide n base for
e Bhodesian African goveroment-in-exile or provide ma-
terisl support for parsmilitary setivities., Although
some inflivential militants in Zambia's cabirot and
ruling political party pppevently favor lifting the
present control mespures, it is unlikely thai Kaunda
would concur unless he abandons hope that Britein will
actually suppress the Smith regime through sanctlions or
gnilateral millitary action.

8. Amy incresse in subversive action which brought
e partieularly brutal response by the Rbhodesian goveri-
ment, bowever, night sharply gtep up the pressurcs for
intervention of British troops to restore order, ¢#-
pecially if OAU governments threatened to intervene.
OAU countries would probably make more serious threats
to send tresps in thet cventuallty than they are msking
today. Any OAU i{ntervention would probably have the
purpose of forcing British military intervention rather
thsn in seriously engaging the Bhodesian forces.

7., It is possible in time for ainn Afeicans
tn incresge subversive activity.
A
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